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•  “a very clear body of evidence that you can 

predict reasonably accurately although 
nothing is 100%, but reasonably accurately - 
the kids and the families that are going to be 
difficult for the future.”  

•  “if we are not prepared to predict and 
intervene far more early then there are 
children that are going to grow up in families 
that we know perfectly well are completely 
dysfunctional and the kids a few years down 
the line are going to be a menace to society 
and actually a threat to themselves”  

 
Tony Blair, former UK prime-minister, interview 

with BBC, 2006 

  
 

     



   
Background - the vision… 
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•  Web-based system 
•  Supplies list of predictive criteria/risk 

factors (based on criminological 
research of West & Farrington, 1973) 

•  Practitioner selects a concern 
•  Some concerns are more weighty than 

others. 
•  Local authority decides how many 

concerns trigger an alert (threshold) 
•  Local authorities decide about consent 

and access protocols in line with data 
protection act. 



Towards a rhizomatic 
framework of preemptive 

surveillance 
(Deleuze & Guattari, 1987; Haggerty & Ericson, 2000, with a 

pinch of salt) 

Main goal : create a framework/tool to 
map the potential (un)intended 
consequences of preemptive 
surveillance of children and to 
investigate how they emerge by 
looking at surveillance practices as 
rhizomatic. 

How? Identify the actors (human and 
non-human), their agency, their 
desires, their interrelatedness and the 
processes involved. 

 
 
 

 
 



Rhizomes? 
 

 





3 main ideas from looking at 
surveillance practices as 

rhizomatic 
1.  Multi-actor, including non-humans, focus 

on agency of different actors 
 <-> traditional theories of surveillance as 

top-down process characterised by 
exclusive relationship between surveyor 
and surveilled and not enough attention 
on the role of technology 

2.  Process: practices are always in process; 
are fluid, always in movement just like the 
rhizome: actors disappearing (shoots dying 
off), new ones growing on -> taking 
history into account 

3.  Desires: control, governance, security, 
profit, efficacy, resistance, performance 
targets, care, protection etc 
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Dimensions preemptive 
surveillance of children to look 

at the (un)intended 
consequences 

•  Error 
•  Resistance 
•  Expansion 
•  Managerialism and evidence-based 

policy 
•  Construction of preemption and risk 
•  Ethics of control and care 
•  Identity and identification 
•  Social sorting, social exclusion and 

otherness 
•  Accountability and trust 



Error 

TRUE FALSE 
POSITIVE ALERT alert-> intervention 

was necessary (child 
will commit crime in 
future/child is being 
abused) 

alert -> intervention 
wasn’t necessary (child 
falsely accused of risky 
behaviour)  
 

NEGATIVE ALERT no alert -> intervention 
wasn’t necessary 
(there is no risk and 
there is no alert)  

no alert -> intervention 
was necessary 
-> child does not get 
the help it needs 
because not fit the 
‘ryogens’ profile of 
risky child 



Error can be the result of: 
•  Technology:  glitches, bugs and 

malfunctions, design (user-friendliness, 
errors in design) of the software, 
software not being updated or problems 
with hardware (system crashes) as a 
result of all kinds of desires 

•  Practioners: unintended: wrongfully 
inputted information, problems with 
inputting information; intended: 
resistance: purposefully entering wrong 
info (as a result of all kinds of desires: 
care, performance, malicious) 

•  Children and parents: intentionally or 
unintentionally providing wrong 
information 



    

Thank you for listening! 
 
 

More information: rvbrakel@vub.ac.be 

 
  


